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Revision History  
 

DATE VERSION AUTHOR DESCRIPTION 

01/31/08 0.1 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

Created initial document 

02/11/08 0.2 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

¶ Added links from the quick reference tables to the detailed section and back again (for 
each attribute) 

¶ /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ оΦл ǘƻ ά9ƴǘǊȅ 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ŀƴŘ ŀŘŘŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
άaŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜŘ ƻǊ DŜƴŜǊƛŎέ ŦƛŜƭŘ 

¶ CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά/ƻǊǊŜŎǘ 9ƴǘǊƛŜǎέ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘe quick reference table - ensure that the entries in 
ǘƘƛǎ ŎƻƭǳƳƴ ŀǊŜ ŎƭŜŀǊƭȅ ƭŀōŜƭŜŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜƛǘƘŜǊ ά±ŀƭƛŘ ±ŀƭǳŜǎέ ƻǊ ά9ȄŀƳǇƭŜǎέ ŀǎ 
appropriate 

¶ /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ άaŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴέ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ǘƻ άtƻƛƴǘ ƻŦ Cƛƴŀƭ aŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜέ 

¶ Added 2 attributes to Section 6.0 Industrȅ {ǘŀƴŘŀǊŘǎ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴΥ άtŜǊŎŜƴǘŀƎŜ tƻǎǘ-
/ƻƴǎǳƳŜǊ aŀǘŜǊƛŀƭέ ŀƴŘ άwŜǉǳƛǊŜǎ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ 5ƛǎǇƻǎŀƭ ό¢κCύέ 

¶ !ŘŘŜŘ ŀ ǘŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ά.ǳƛƭŘƛƴƎ /ƻŘŜǎέ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǘŜǊŜŘ ǘƘŜ 
ŘŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ ǎƭƛƎƘǘƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ά[995 /ǊŜŘƛǘǎέ ŀǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜ 

¶ Highlighted the missing PartAtom element mappings 

¶ Updated Section 7:  Customer Support Information (WIP) 

¶ Added additional UOMs to Appendix B to ensure the most common units of measure 
are represented (WIP) 

05/30/08 0.3 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

¶ Replaced ΨSocratesΩ with ΨSeekΩ throughout. 

¶ Replaced ΨpartΩ with ΨproductΩ throughout. 

¶ Replaced Ψsub-partΩ with Ψsub-componentΩ throughout. 

¶ Updated screenshots to show new UI. 

¶ Added Section 2 - Participation Levels 

¶ Updated wording on main page of section 5. 

¶ Common attribute updates (referenced by number in section 4 table): 
o [1]: Updated definition and added examples. 
o [3.1]: Updated definition.  Extended definition in section 5. 
o [3.2]: Renamed attribute to Family Product or Sub-Component. 
o [3.2.1]: Renamed attribute to Parent Family or Product. 
o [3.3]: Renamed attribute to Related Products.  Updated definition.  Added rules 

and examples. 
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DATE VERSION AUTHOR DESCRIPTION 

o [3.4]: Renamed attribute to Alternate Products.  Updated definition.  Added rules 
and examples. 

o [4.1]: Updated definition and rules 
o [4.2]: Renamed attribute to Mfr Product Number/Family Name.  Added rules. 
o [4.3]: Updated definition.  Added rules and examples. 
o Deleted attribute In-Production (T/F). 
o Deleted attribute List Price. 
o [5.1]: Updated definition. 
o [5.2]: Updated rules.  Added hyperlinks to screenshots. 
o [6.1]: Changed valid values to examples. 
o [6.2]: Updated definition. 
o [6.3] and [6.4]: Renamed attribute.  Added valid values. 
o  [6.5]: Renamed attribute to Industry Standards.  Updated definition.  Added 

rules and examples. 
o [7.2] and [7.2.1]: Added to the definition in Section 5 only 
o  [9.1] and [9.2]: Updated definition and rules. 
o  [9.3]: Updated definition and rules.  Changed examples to valid values and added 

to valid values list. 
o [10.1]: Updated definition and rules. 
o [10.2]: Updated definition. 
o [10.3]: Updated definition and added to valid values list. 
o [10.4]: Updated rules.  Changed examples to valid values and added to valid 

values list. 
o [10.5]: Changed examples to valid values. 
o [10.6] and [10.7]: Added to valid values list. 

¶ Changed inches UOM throughoǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ ƛƴ ǘƻ ά 

¶ /ƘŀƴƎŜŘ ŦŜŜǘ ¦ha ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘƻǳǘ ŦǊƻƳ Ŧǘ ǘƻ Ψ 

¶ Added more detail to section 6: Cleansing Rules 

¶ Updated required fields for Basic and BIM Ready participation. 

06/20/2008 0.4 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

¶ Added the QA Checklist as Appendix B 

¶ Added links in άSection 1: Introductionέ to the specific sections of the style guide 

10/27/2008 0.5 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

¶ Created and added new screenshots to capture new Autodesk Seek UI. 

¶ Deleted 6.1 LEED Credits 
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DATE VERSION AUTHOR DESCRIPTION 

01/08/09 0.51 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

¶ Removed Autodesk Confidential from header. 

¶ Added Copyright information to the last page of document. 

¶ Updated contact information in Section 7 - Customer Support. 

¶ Updated 10.3: added rule/screenshot and added to valid value list. 

¶ Updated UOM for degrees in Appendix B. 

05/31/09 1.0 Paul Busby/ Ryan 
Nutbrown (Autodesk) 

¶ Changed all references of High Definition (HD) to BIM Ready 

¶ Updated Section 1: Introduction 

¶ Section 2: 
o Changed section title 
o Updated basic description 
o Updated required attributes for Basic and BIM Ready 

¶ Updated screenshots to show new UI. 

¶ Removed every instance of UniFormat and MasterFormat 95 

¶ Common attribute updates (referenced by number in section 4 table): 
o [1.0]: Updated definition, added to section 5 
o Changed the ǘƛǘƭŜ ƻŦ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴ оΦл ǘƻ άProduct 5ŜŦƛƴƛǘƛƻƴ {ŜŎǘƛƻƴέ in reference table 
o Deleted 3.2.1 Parent Family or Product 
o Deleted 3.3 Related Products 
o Deleted 3.4 Alternate Products 
o Deleted 4.4 Point of Final Manufacture 
o Deleted 4.5 Distributor Locations 
o Deleted 6.1 Percentage Post-Consumer Material 
o Deleted 6.2 Requires Special Disposal (Y/N) 
o ADA Compliant (Y/N) reference number changed from 6.3 to 6.1 
o ADA Compliant (Y/N) renamed to ADA Compliant 
o Industry Standards reference number changed from 6.4 to 6.2 
o [7.1] Added new rule (2nd bullet) 
o [7.2] Added new rule (2nd bullet) 
o [7.2.1] Updated rules (4th bullet) 

¶ Merged the Document Files and Design Files tabs in the Product Workbook, 
renamed the tab to Attachments.  Made extensive changes in the Style Guide to 
reflect these changes. 
o [9.1] Renamed, merged, updated rules 
o [9.2] Renamed, merged, updated rules 
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DATE VERSION AUTHOR DESCRIPTION 

o [9.3] Renamed, merged, updated rules 
o [9.4] Renamed, merged, updated rules, made this field required 
o [10.1] Deleted 
o [10.2] Deleted 
o [10.3] Deleted 
o [10.4] Deleted 
o [10.5] Deleted 
o [10.6] Deleted 
o [10.7] Deleted 

¶ Updated opening page of Section 5, renamed the title of this section 

¶ !ŘŘŜŘ ƴŜǿ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴΧ{ŜŎǘƛƻƴ сΥ /ŀǘŜƎƻǊȅ {ǇŜŎƛŦƛŎ !ǘǘǊƛōǳǘŜǎ 

¶ Former section 6 became section 7, former section 7 became section 8 

¶ Added new rule to section 7 (rule #1) 

¶ Changed layout of Appendix B ŀƴŘ ǳǇŘŀǘŜŘ ǘŀōƭŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƴŜǿ ¦haΩǎ 

¶ Updated Product Workbook with common attribute changes mentioned above, 
provided more sample data and used category specific attributes in the sample data 
so it can be used more effectively as a reference. 

¶ Updated screenshots in Section 5 

¶ Removed all PartAtom information from Section 5 and added new Appendix (A) to 
capture PartAtom information. 

o [6.2] Updated corresponding PartAtom element 
o [7.1] Updated PartAtom example 
o [8.1] Updated PartAtom example 
o [8.2] Updated PartAtom example 
o [8.3] Updated PartAtom example 
o [9.1] Updated PartAtom info 
o [9.2] Updated PartAtom info 
o [9.3] Added PartAtom info 
o [9.4] Updated PartAtom info 

¶ Added new common attribute:  [5.3] Product Synonym 
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Section 1:  Introduction 

The purpose of the Autodesk Seek Metadata Style Guide is to define style and formatting rules that manufacturers, content service organizations 

and other content publishers can reference to assist in the creation of high quality content for Autodesk Seek.  Providing rich content and following 

the rules of the Style Guide will ensure the end userôs experience in finding data is seamless and efficient.  This document is directly related to the 

Product Workbook, an Excel template.  It defines how the fields in the Product Workbook should be populated. 

This Style Guide contains: 

Section 1:  An introduction that explains why this Style Guide was developed and the function it serves. 

Section 2:  Quick reference table that defines the inclusion requirements within Autodesk Seek. 

Section 3:  Screenshots complete with numerical references that provide a visual representation of where the common attributes appear in 

Autodesk Seek.  The numerical references in the screenshots are also captured in the first column of the common attributes tables found in 

section 4. 

Section 4:  Quick reference tables which contain just enough information to assist in the population of the fields found within the Product 

Workbook. 

Section 5:  Provides a more detailed explanation of the Common Attributes within Autodesk Seek (in addition to what is outlined in Section 4 ï the 

quick reference table) and will describe any rules that apply to that particular field.  Where appropriate, examples are provided to illustrate how 

data is expected to be populated within the field. 

Section 6:  Provides a detailed explanation of what a Category Specific Attribute is, why they are important, where they come from, how they are 

populated in the Product Workbook and where they appear in Autodesk Seek. 

Section 7:  Outlines recommended style and formatting rules content publishers should adhere to when populating/cleansing product information. 

Section 8:  Customer support information. 

Appendix A: PartAtom 

Appendix B: UOM List 

Appendix C: QA Checklist

http://seek.autodesk.com/AutodeskSeekProductWorkbook.xls
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Section 2:  Inclusion Requirements 
Autodesk Seek uses enhanced search technology to increase your standing within the search results when a user performs a search.  Listed 

below are just some of the criteria that helps improve your productôs standings:   

1. Downloads - specifically the type of download available (i.e. RFA or DWGé) and the content contained within the download (i.e. 

Specifications or Detailé) 

2. Completeness and readability of the descriptions 

3. Number of populated attributes 

4. Inclusion of product images 

The table below defines the 2 levels of requirements for inclusion to Autodesk Seek: 

Quality Level Description Required Fields 

Basic 

Participate in the Autodesk Seek 

ecosystem with a basic listing of 

your products, which can be 

identified by users as potential 

candidates for their designs.  The 

required fields for Basic level 

represents the minimum 

requirements for inclusion to 

Autodesk Seek. 

ID 

Category Schema 

Schema Code 

Schema Title 

Manufactured or Generic 

Family or Product or Sub-Component 

Manufacturer 

Mfr Product Number/Family Name 

Item Name 

Long Description 

Link - Primary Full Image: URL 

Link - Mfr Logo 

Link - Mfr Webpage: URL 

Link - Product Webpage: URL 

Link - Attachment: URL 

Link - Attachment: Title 

Link - Attachment: Type 

Link - Attachment: Source Application and 

Version 

BIM Ready 

Take advantage of the BIM 

explosion with your products 

deeply embedded in the design, 

analytics and visualization 

processes.  The highest possible 

rating for BIM Ready content is to 

have ALL attributes populated 

(common and category specific). 

Above attributes plus: 

Category specific attribute population 

To be considered BIM Ready for the Architecture, Engineering and Construction 

(AEC) market, the attachment must be a 3D RFA design file. 

 

 

Return to Introduction
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Section 3:  Search Results Screenshot 
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Section 3:  Detailed View Screenshot 
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Section 4:  Quick Reference Tables 

Data Common Attributes 

The common attributes shaded yellow are required fields for level 1 (Basic) and in order to be included in Autodesk Seek they must be populated.  Basic plus 

category specific attribute population and at least one 3D RFA model are required for a product to be considered BIM Ready.  The common attributes that are not 

shaded yellow are recommended fields (optional). 

Screenshot 
Reference 
Number 

Field Name 
(Common 
Attributes) 

Field Definition Correct Entries 
(Note: Valid Values - when given - represent all the allowable values 
for the field.  No other information aside from the valid values given 
would be permitted in the field.) 

1.0 

ID A unique identifier, assigned by the content publisher.   
Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
 

Examples: 

¶ NST345NST12774/1 

¶ 22196 

¶ LH-00072 

¶ 8562:2 

¶ Wally Windows - ABC Series 
 

2.0 Schema Section 

2.1 

Category Schema Identifies a particular schema that will be used for 
categorizing products.  OmniClass 1.0 Table 23 is the 
recommended and preferred schema.  Ctrl + Click for 
further attribute details. 

Valid Values: 

¶ For OmniClass 1.0 Table 23 use -> std:oc1 

¶ For MasterFormat 2004 use -> std:mf04 
 

2.2 

Schema Code The code/number/term from a specific schema assigned to 
the item. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ OmniClass:  23.30.20.17.21.11 

¶ MasterFormat 2004:  08.51.13 
 

2.3 

Schema Title The description of the schema title accompanying the 
Schema Code assigned to the item. Ctrl + Click for further 
attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ OmniClass:  Awning Windows  

¶ MasterFormat 2004:  Aluminum Windows 
 

 

 

 

Return to Introduction 

http://omniclass.s3.amazonaws.com/OmniClass_23_2006-03-28.pdf
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Screenshot 
Reference 
Number 

Field Name 
(Common 
Attributes) 

Field Definition Correct Entries 
(Note: Valid Values - when given - represent all the allowable values 
for the field.  No other information aside from the valid values given 
would be permitted in the field.) 

3.0 Product Definition Section 

3.1 

Manufactured or 
Generic 

Indicates whether the product is a manufactured product or 

generic model. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
Valid Values: 

¶ Manufactured 

¶ Generic 
 

3.2 

Family or Product 
or Sub-
Component 

Family:  refers to a variable item. 
Product: refers to a discrete item. 
Sub-Component: a discrete item designed for use with a 
specific product. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Valid Values: 

¶ Family 

¶ Product 

¶ Sub-Component 
 

4.0 Manufacturer Section 

4.1 

Manufacturer The name of the company that manufactures the item in a 
normalized manner.  Normalization is a process in which 
several variances of the same name are condensed to a 
single unique form. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Examples Before Normalization: 

¶ W-W 

¶ W-W® 

¶ Wally Windows 

¶ Wally Windows® 
 
Example After Normalization: 

¶ Wally Windows® 
 

4.2 

Mfr Product 
Number or 
Family Name 

This field is designed to capture the Manufacturer 
Product/Part Number.  This field is also designed to 
capture the Manufacturer Family Name (or Manufacturer 
Family Product/Part Number).  
For Family: populate with family name or family 
product/part number if one exists. 
For Products: populate with product/part number. 
For Sub-Components:  populate with product/part 
number.  Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
 

Examples: 

¶ FAUC12IPSPCBRS 

¶ ABC Series 
 

4.3 

Manufacturer 
Product Line 

A manufacturer-specific text field designed to capture (in a 
word or two) the designated name/grouping of a line of 
products. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ Traditional Designs® 

¶ Contemporary Brass Collection 
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Screenshot 
Reference 
Number 

Field Name 
(Common 
Attributes) 

Field Definition Correct Entries 
(Note: Valid Values - when given - represent all the allowable values 
for the field.  No other information aside from the valid values given 
would be permitted in the field.) 

5.0 Product Description Section 

5.1 

Item Name A brief, readable, description of the product to 
differentiate it within a list of similar search results. The 
Item Name should allow the user to view the most 
essential product information in a single glance.  Also 
known as Short Description.  Ctrl + Click for further 
attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ ABC Series Casement Window, Aluminum or Vinyl Cladding, 
10" to 18" Height, 10" to 18" Width 

¶ Two Handle Bath Faucet, Lever Handle, Polished Chrome, 
Brass Body 

5.2 

Long Description Contains richer, more fully detailed information about a 
specific product. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Example: 
<b><i>Wally Windows ABC series casement windows</i></b> 
glide open and shut with the turn of one easy-to-reach handle, 
offering uncluttered views with effortless operation.  This award 
winning design meets AAMA/WDMA/CSA 101/I.S.2/A440 
standards and is <u>UL 
Listed</u>.<br/><br/>Features:<ul><li>Polyamide thermal 
break for excellent thermal performance.</li><li>Come in a 
variety of colors and interior finishes.</li><li>Also available with 
an fold-away handle that won't interfere with roomside window 
treatments.</li></ul> 

5.3 
Product Synonym An optional field intended to help improve search results 

in Autodesk Seek.  This field should be populated with 
synonyms (aliases, keywords or tags) that the product may 
also be known by.  Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ Bubblers (for a water fountain) 
 

6.0 Industry Standards Section 

6.1 
ADA Compliant This field identifies if the product is ADA Compliant. Ctrl + 

Click for further attribute details. 
Valid Values: 

¶ Yes 

¶ No 

6.2 

Industry 

Standards 

This field identifies the relevant industry standards 

applicable to the product. This also includes building codes 

and safety certification organizations. Ctrl + Click for 

further attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ UL Listed 

¶ cUL Listed 

¶ UL Listed |  cUL Listed 

¶ AAMA/WDMA/CSA 101/I.S.2/A440 |  UL Listed 

¶ ANSI/ASME A112.18.1 |  CSA B125 |  IAPMO Listed |  CSA 
Certified |  ICC/ANSI A117.1/ADA 

Return to Introduction 



Autodesk® Seek Metadata Style Guide Version 1.0   

Page 13 

 

Link Common Attributes 

Screenshot 
Reference 
Number 

Field Name 
(Common 
Attributes) 

Field Definition Correct Entries 
(Note: Valid Values - when given - represent all the allowable values 
for the field.  No other information aside from the valid values given 
would be permitted in the field.) 

7.0 Product Image Section 

7.1 
Link - Primary 
Full Image: URL 

A link to the primary full image of the product.  The 
thumbnail on the search page will be created using this 
image. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
 

Example: 

¶ http://wallywindows.com/images/ABC Series Casement 
Window Open.jpg 

7.2 

Link - Secondary 
Full Image(s): 
URL 

Link(s) to the secondary full image(s) of the product.  These 
additional images may be included to show the product in 
differing colors or materials, to show different views of the 
product or to show the product in application. Ctrl + Click 
for further attribute details. 

Example: 

¶ http://www.wallywindows.com/ABC Series Casement 
Window Interior View.jpg 

Multiple-Entry Example: 

¶ http://www.wallywindows.com/ABC Series Casement 
Window Interior View.jpg |  
http://www.wallywindows.com/ABC Series Casement 
Window Exterior View.jpg 

 

7.2.1 

Link - Secondary 
Full Image(s): 
Caption 

A brief caption for the secondary full image(s), indicating 
the type of information the image contains. Ctrl + Click for 
further attribute details. 
 

Example: 

¶ ABC Series Casement Window Interior View 

Multiple-Entry Example: 

¶ ABC Series Casement Window Interior View | ABC Series 
Casement Window Exterior View 

 

8.0 Manufacturer and Product Link Section 

8.1 
Link - Mfr  Logo A link to an image file representing the manufacturer's 

logo. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
 

Example: 

¶ http://www.wallywindows.com/Wally Windows.jpg 

8.2 
Link - Mfr 
Webpage: URL 

! ƭƛƴƪ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƴǳŦŀŎǘǳǊŜǊΩǎ ƘƻƳŜ ǇŀƎŜΦ Ctrl + Click for 
further attribute details. 
 

Example: 

¶ http://wallywindows.com 

8.3 
Link - Product 
Webpage: URL 

A link to a web page with information about the product. 
Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
 

Example: 

¶ http://wallywindows.com/windows/ABCSeries.htm 

Return to Introduction 
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Screenshot 
Reference 
Number 

Field Name 
(Common 
Attributes) 

Field Definition Correct Entries 
(Note: Valid Values - when given - represent all the allowable values 
for the field.  No other information aside from the valid values given 
would be permitted in the field.) 

9.0 Attachments Section 

9.1 

Link - 
Attachment: URL 

A link to a downloadable attachment, either a document 
containing additional product information or a design file 
(a drawing). This section details the information needed to 
add downloadable attachments to the item in Autodesk 
Seek. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 
 

Example: 

¶ http://wallywindows.com/Casement Window - ABC Series - 
Specifications.pdf 

¶ http://www.wallywindows.com/Casement Window - Wally 
ABC Series.rfa 

9.2 

Link - 
Attachment: 
Title 

A text field that briefly describes the linked downloadable 
attachment. Ctrl + Click for further attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ Thermal Rating 

¶ Pressure Drop Curve 

¶ Dimensional Data 
 

9.3 

Link - 
Attachment: 
Type 

A fixed text field (pick list) describing the type of the 
downloadable attachments. Ctrl + Click for further 
attribute details. 

Valid Values: 

¶ 3-Part Specification 

¶ Technical Data Sheet 

¶ Product Brochure 

¶ Installation Instructions 

¶ Product Support 
Information 

¶ Warranty Information 

¶ Maintenance and 
Installation Instructions 

¶ MSDS 
 

 

¶ Maintenance Instructions 

¶ Parts and Accessories 
Information 

¶ Operating Instructions 

¶ Product Catalog 

¶ Software Support Guide 

¶ 2D Design File 

¶ 3D Design File 

¶ Design File 
 

9.4 

Link - 
Attachment: 
Source 
Application and 
Version 

Defines the application and version used to create the 
linked downloadable attachment. Ctrl + Click for further 
attribute details. 

Examples: 

¶ MS Word 2007 

¶ MS Excel 2003 

¶ Adobe Acrobat 8 

¶ WordPerfect 8 

¶ AutoCAD 2004 

 

¶ AutoCAD Architecture 2007 

¶ Autodesk 3ds Max 

¶ Autodesk Maya 

¶ Revit Architecture 

¶ Revit MEP 
 

 

Return to Introduction

http://wallywindows.com/specs/WIN1509-X.pdf
http://wallywindows.com/specs/WIN1509-X.pdf
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Section 5 - Common Attributes 

Common attributes are defined as attributes that are relevant to (or common to) every item in the Product Workbook and Autodesk Seek.  For 

example, the Item Name field is common to all items as every item contains a brief description. Altogether Autodesk has created 23 common 

attributes, 18 of which are required (required means the attribute must be fully populated) for Basic inclusion to Autodesk Seek.  All of the common 

attributes are listed in the Product Workbook template and are spread across two tabs: Product Details and Attachments.  This Style Guide is 

directly related to the Product Workbook. 

The Product Details tab contains the metadata for the products or families.  Each new row indicates one product or family that is the foundation of 

a product page in Autodesk Seek. The ID common attribute is the unique identifier which links the two tabs together. 

The Attachments tab is where all the downloadable attachments (documents and design files) are populated.  Spec sheets, product brochures, 

product support information, installation instructions, 2d and 3d drawings are a few examples of the types of attachments one can expect to find 

here.  The ID field on the Attachments tab can have duplicate values as it is probable that a product on the Product Details tab will have more than 

one attachment. 

The goal of this section is to provide a more detailed look at the common attributes defined in the quick reference table above (Section 4), More 

specifically, the common attribute definitions are expanded, the corresponding PartAtom elements are listed (examples are provided where 

necessary), the attribute rules are defined and often examples of Style Guide compliant entries are provided. 

Some common attributes may only be populated with specific values, which are referred to as valid values.  Where applicable, a list of valid 

values is provided. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to Introduction
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1.0 ID 

The ID field is a unique identifier assigned by the content publisher.  It is not visible in the Autodesk Seek user interface.  It is used in the 

background for updates, deletions and extractions. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Must be unique. 

ü Cannot contain special characters such as: Ê, ®, ©, ¼, ½, ¾, µ - to name a few. 

ü Rule of thumb: append the manufacturer name and the manufacturer part number adhering to this format: <Mfr Name> - <Mfr Part 

Number> (see bullet 5 as an example).  Following this rule will ensure that the ID is unique. 

ü Required field. 

Examples:   

ü NST345NST12774/1 

ü 22196 

ü LH-00072 

ü 8562:2 

ü Wally Windows - ABC Series 
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2.1 Category Schema 

The Category Schema field is used to identify the schema (also referred to as taxonomy) being used to categorize the data.  A schema, in this 

sense, refers to a labeling, tagging or coding system used for recording cataloging information or structuring descriptive records.  OmniClass 1.0 

Table 23 is the recommended and preferred schema. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü This field must be populated with one of the valid values defined below. 

ü The Category Schema given must correspond to the Schema Code (ref# 2.2) and Schema Title (ref# 2.3).  If ñSchema Codeò and 

ñSchema Titleò are from OmniClass 1.0 Table 23, then the correct Category Schema value to use would be ñstd:oc1ò. 

ü Only one schema per product may be entered. 

ü Required field. 

Valid Values: 

 

Schema Name Valid Value 

OmniClass 1.0 Table 23 std:oc1 

MasterFormat 2004 std:mf04 
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2.2 Schema Code 

Each individual category within a given schema can consist of two parts: one part is a code that is usually numeric (although it may sometimes 

include letters, spaces or periods as well) and the second part is a title or name which accompanies the code and provides a short description of 

the category. The Schema Code field is used to capture the numeric code portion of the category or categories assigned to the item. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Must be a valid code from the OmniClass or MasterFormat schemas. 

ü OmniClass 1.0 Table 23 is the preferred schema. 

ü Must correspond to the Schema Title (ref# 2.3). 

ü Only one code per product may be entered. 

ü Required field. 

Examples:   

ü OmniClass:  23.30.20.17.21.11 

ü MasterFormat 2004:  08.51.13 
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2.3 Schema Title 

Each individual category within a given schema can consist of two parts: one part is a code that is usually numeric (although it may sometimes 

include letters, spaces or periods as well) and the second part is a title or name which accompanies the code and provides a short description of 

the category. The Schema Title field is used to capture the title or name portion of the category or categories assigned to the item. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Must be a valid title from the OmniClass or MasterFormat schemas. 

ü OmniClass 1.0 Table 23 is the preferred schema. 

ü Must correspond to the Schema Code (ref# 2.2). 

ü Only one title per product may be entered. 

ü Required field. 

Examples:   

ü OmniClass:  Awning Windows 

ü MasterFormat 2004:  Aluminum Windows 
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3.1 Manufactured or Generic 

Indicates whether the product is a manufactured product or generic model. Examples of generic models are AutoCAD libraries containing models 

created by Autodesk or user created models.  Generic models are not manufactured. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Casing must match valid values listed below. 

ü When the value entered isò Genericò, please ensure that ñGenericò is also entered in the Manufacturer field. 

ü Required field. 

Valid Values: 

ü Manufactured 

ü Generic 
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3.2 Family or Product or Sub-Component 

This field indicates whether the product refers to a family of products, to a discrete product or to a sub-component. 

A family refers to a variable item.  The variance is based upon configurable options, such as Color, Material, Type of Glazing, etc.  As opposed to 

representing every discrete permutation as a discrete item, a family represents a collection of products.  Families are typically represented by a 

series (e.g. Series 2000 Window). 

A product refers to a discrete item.  The item is represented by a unique product number (e.g. 2000-BR-742).  There are no configurable options - 

entirely finite (e.g. Color = Black, Material = Wood, etc.). 

A sub-component is a discrete item that is designed for use with a specific product.  For example, a clip designed for use with a specific curtain 

wall.  A sub-component cannot be used in another application; only with its parent product. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Casing must match valid values listed below. 

ü Required field. 

Valid Values: 

ü Family 

ü Product 

ü Sub-Component 
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4.1 Manufacturer 

This field is designed to capture the name of the company that manufactures the item in a normalized manner.  Normalization is a process in 

which several variances of the same name are condensed to a single unique form.  The incorrect entries in the table below are examples of the 

same name displayed in several different ways and the correct entry displays it in its normalized state. 

Rule to Follow if the Manufacturer is Already Present within Autodesk Seek: 

ü The Manufacturer in the file must match exactly with the Manufacturer already present within Autodesk Seek. 

Rules to Follow if the Manufacturer is Not Already Present within Autodesk Seek: 

ü Must be title-cased. 

ü Single spacing. 

ü Provide the fullest name possible. 

ü Must be normalized so similar forms are condensed to one unique form, as per the Wally Windows example in the table below. 

ü When the value entered is òGenericò in 3.1, please ensure that ñGenericò is entered in this field. 

ü Required field. 
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4.2 Mfr Product Number or Family Name 

This field is designed to capture the Manufacturer Product/Part Number.  This field is also designed to capture the Manufacturer Family Name (or 

Manufacturer Family Product/Part Number). 

Rules to Follow: 

ü For products and sub-components, please populate this field with the manufacturer product/part number. 

ü For product families, please populate this field with the family name. 

ü In cases where the family has a product/part number, use the product/part number. 

ü When populating this field with a family name, the content publisher must not cross categories.  As an example, it is possible that 

ñTraditional ABC Seriesò on its own could include doors and windows.  Therefore, a suitable entry to differentiate this example would be to 

populate the field with ñTraditional ABC Series Windowsò or ñTraditional ABC Series Doorsò (whichever is applicable but not both). 

ü Required field. 

Examples: 

ü FAUC12IPSPCBRS 

ü ABC Series 
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4.3 Manufacturer Product Line 

A manufacturer-specific text field designed to capture (in a word or two) the designated name/grouping of a line of products. 

Rules to Follow:  

ü Must be title-cased. 

ü Single spacing. 

ü Provide the fullest name possible. 

ü Must be normalized so similar forms are condensed to one unique form.  

 Examples: 

ü Traditional Designs® 

ü Contemporary Brass Collection 
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5.1 Item Name  

A brief, readable, description of the product to differentiate it within a list of similar search results. The Item Name should allow the user to view the 

most essential product information in a single glance.  Also known as Short Description. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Must be title-cased. 

ü Can contain product related category specific attributes such as Width, Length, Height, Materialéetc. 

ü Recommended that Quantitative UOMôs (such as psi, cméetc) conform to Appendix B. 

ü Recommended that content publisherôs adhere to additional rules defined in Section 7. 

ü Maximum character length of the Item Name is 256 characters.  The recommended character length is between 40 and 120 characters. 

ü Required field. 

Examples: 

ü ABC Series Casement Window, Aluminum or Vinyl Cladding, 10" to 18" Height, 10" to 18" Width 

ü Two Handle Bath Faucet, Lever Handle, Polished Chrome, Brass Body 
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5.2 Long Description 

This field is meant to capture richer, more fully-detailed information about the product. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Must be sentence-cased. 

ü Supports the following html mark-up: 

o Line Break <br/> 

o Italics <i> 

o Bold <b> 

o Underline <u> 

o Start of a List Item <li> 

o Numbered List <ol> 

o Bulleted List <ul> 

ü Maximum character length of the Long Description is 5000 characters. 

ü Recommended character length of 250 to 2000 characters. 

ü Required field. 

Example: 

ü <b><i>Wally Windows ABC series casement windows</i></b> glide open and shut with the turn of one easy-to-reach handle, offering 

uncluttered views with effortless operation.  This award winning design meets AAMA/WDMA/CSA 101/I.S.2/A440 standards and is <u>UL 

Listed</u>.<br/><br/>Features:<ul><li>Polyamide thermal break for excellent thermal performance.</li><li>Come in a variety of colors and 

interior finishes.</li><li>Also available with an fold-away handle that won't interfere with roomside window treatments.</li></ul> 
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5.3 Product Synonym 

An optional field intended to help improve search results in Autodesk Seek.  This field should be populated with synonyms (aliases, keywords or 

tags) that the product may also be known as in the industry, if it's not mentioned in the Long Description or Item Name.  The content in this field 

does not appear in the Autodesk Seek search results or product pages. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Populate this field with one or more synonyms (aliases, keywords or tags) that the product may also be known as. 

ü If the content publisher chooses to populate this field, the synonyms used should not exist in the Item Name or Long Description. 

ü Product acronyms and abbreviations are permitted. 

ü Manufacturer name acronyms and abbreviations are permitted. 

ü Use the pipe symbol ( | ) to delimit multiple values. 

Examples: 

ü Bubbler (for a water fountain) 

ü EIFS (for exterior insulation and finish system) 

ü WSHP (for water source heat pump) 

ü WW (for manufacturer Wally Windows) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to Quick Reference Table 



Autodesk® Seek Metadata Style Guide Version 1.0   

Page 28 

 

6.1 ADA Compliant 

Stands for Americans with Disabilities Act (passed in 1990).  Federal legislation that contains several mandates, including the requirement that 

those persons with disabilities be given the same access to public transportation as the able-bodied community. 

This field identifies if the product is ADA Compliant. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü This field should be populated using one of the valid values. 

Valid Values: 

ü Yes 

ü No 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Return to Quick Reference Table 



Autodesk® Seek Metadata Style Guide Version 1.0   

Page 29 

 

6.2 Industry Standards 

This field identifies the relevant industry standards applicable to the product.  This also includes building codes and safety certification 

organizations. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Please provide a valid industry standard code or listing. 

ü Use the pipe symbol ( | ) to delimit multiple values (see examples). 

Examples: 

ü UL Listed 

ü cUL Listed 

ü UL Listed | cUL Listed 

ü AAMA/WDMA/CSA 101/I.S.2/A440 | UL Listed 

ü ANSI/ASME A112.18.1 | CSA B125 | IAPMO Listed | CSA Certified | ICC/ANSI A117.1/ADA 

ü CSA | ISO | ANSI 

ü ASME A112.19.2 for Vitreous China Fixtures | CAN/CSA International B45 

ü ETL/cETL | LonMark 3.3 , ARI | Energy Star 
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7.1 Link - Primary Full Image: URL 

This field captures a link to the primary full image of the product. This is the image that is displayed when the user first views the Item Details page 

for a product.  This image will also be used to create the thumbnail image for the product that appears on the Search Results page after the user 

has conducted a search.  The image provided by the content publisher should have high quality/high resolution in the smallest file size possible.  

Rules to Follow: 

ü Provide a single URL link that points to a valid image file. 

ü If a primary image URL is not available, then the manufacturer may submit the image file to Autodesk.  Populate the Product Workbook 

with the image filename.  Autodesk will host the image file and update the Product Workbook with the URL. 

ü Should be a color photograph of the actual product. 

ü White background. 

ü White products should be shown against a light grey background. 

ü Product should fill most of the image. 

ü Swatches should fill the image. 

ü Image file size should be less than 1 MB (smallest file size recommended). 

ü Required size: 256 x 256 pixels (high quality/high resolution recommended). 

ü Required field. 

Example: 

ü http://wallywindows.com/images/ABC Series Casement Window Open.jpg 
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7.2 Link - Secondary Full Image(s): URL 

Secondary images are not displayed in Autodesk Seek today. . This field is meant to capture one or more links to secondary full images of the 

product. These additional images may be included to show the product in differing colors or materials, to show different views of the product or to 

show the product in application.  The image provided by the content publisher should have high quality/high resolution in the smallest file size 

possible.  

Rules to Follow: 

ü Provide URL link(s) that point to valid image file(s). 

ü If secondary image file URL link(s) are not available, then the manufacturer may submit the image file(s) to Autodesk.  Populate the 

Product Workbook with the image filename.  Autodesk will host the image file and update the Product Workbook with the URL. 

ü Should pertain to the product. 

ü Use the pipe symbol ( | ) to delimit multiple image links (see second example). 

ü White background. 

ü White products should be shown against a light grey background. 

ü Product should fill most of the image. 

ü Swatches should fill the image. 

ü Image file size should be less than 1 MB. 

ü Required size: 256 x 256 pixels. 

Example: 

ü http://www.wallywindows.com/ABC Series Casement Window Interior View.jpg 

ü http://www.wallywindows.com/ABC Series Casement Window Interior View.jpg | http://www.wallywindows.com/ABC Series Casement 

Window Exterior View.jpg 
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7.2.1 Link - Secondary Full Image(s): Caption 

A brief caption for the secondary full image(s), indicating the type of information the image contains. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Must be title-cased. 

ü Multiple captions must be in the same successive order as the secondary full images. 

ü Use the pipe symbol ( | ) to delimit multiple image links. 

ü Recommended character length of 30-40 characters. 

ü Required when one or more secondary images are provided. 

Example: 

ü ABC Series Casement Window Interior View  

ü ABC Series Casement Window Interior View | ABC Series Casement Window Exterior View 
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8.1 Link - Mfr Logo 

A link to an image file (example jpg, gif, etc) representing the manufacturer's logo. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Provide a URL link that points to the manufacturerôs logo. 

ü If a manufacturer logo image file URL link is not available, then the manufacturer may submit the image file to Autodesk.  Populate the 

Product Workbook with the image filename.  Autodesk will host the image file and update the Product Workbook with the URL. 

ü Jpg image preferred. 

ü Recommended logo size: 120 x 64 pixels. 

ü Required field. 

Examples:   

ü http://www.wallywindows.com/Wally Windows.jpg 

ü http://www.wallywindows.com/Wally Windows.gif 
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8.2 Link - Mfr Webpage: URL 

A link to the manufacturerôs home page. 

Rules to Follow:  

ü Provide URL link that points to the manufacturerôs home page. 

ü Required field. 

Examples:   

ü http://wallywindows.com 
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8.3 Link - Product Webpage: URL 

A link to a web page containing information about the product. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Provide URL link that points to a valid web page about the product. 

ü Required field. 

Example: 

ü http://www.wallywindows.com/windows/ABCSeries.htm 
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9.1 Link - Attachment: URL 

A link to a downloadable attachment, either a document containing additional product information or a design file (a drawing). This section details 

the information needed to add downloadable attachments to the item in Autodesk Seek.  In the Product Workbook, there is a separate tab called 

òAttachmentsò containing this field for data entry. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü Provide a URL link(s) that points to a valid document or design file hosted on the manufacturer site. 

ü If document/design file(s) are not hosted on the manufacturer server, then the manufacturer may submit them to Autodesk.  Populate the 

Product Workbook with the document/design file filename only (see screenshot row 4).  Autodesk will upload all the document/design files 

to a server and update the Product Workbook with the URL. 

ü Multiple document/design files may be included by populating the URL links in consecutive rows under the Link - Attachment: URL 

heading, one entry per row.  The ID field is the key, as this must correspond to the ID on the Product Details tab in the Product Workbook 

for each entry. 

ü  ZIP files are required for RFA/RVT plus TXT or CSV files (type catalogs), DWG plus XML files or DWG plus TXT files.  Related files 

should have the same file name. 

ü To be considered BIM Ready for the Architecture, Engineering and Construction (AEC) market, the link must be a 3D RFA design file.  

(see Section 2: Inclusion Levels). 

ü Refer to the Revit Model Style Guide, section 2.3, for the RFA filename format. 

ü Required field. 

Examples: 
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9.2 Link - Attachment: Title 

A text field that briefly describes the linked downloadable attachment.  In the Product Workbook, there is a separate tab called òAttachmentsò 

containing this field for data entry. 

Rules to Follow: 

ü For RFA's, use the RFA file name as the title.  For all other design file types, use the title found within the design file.  If title cannot be 

found within design file, use file name (if it is meaningful) or use the following format to create your own title:  <Descriptor> - <View> (see 

screenshot below rows 5 to 7).  View is optional but recommended. 

ü For documents, use the title from the document or use the document title from the manufacturer web page. 

ü Must be title-cased. 

ü Recommended character length of 40-60 characters. 

ü Exceptions (refer to yellow highlights in the screenshot below): 

o For RFA type catalogs (ñ.txtò or ñ.csvò) always populate Title with: RFA Type Catalog. 

9 When multiple RFA type catalogs exist on a single product page, please append the associated RFA title before óRFA Type 

Catalogô, example:  ABC Series Casement Window - RFA Type Catalog 

o For Revit material libraries (ñ.mlibò) always populate Title with: Revit Material Library. 

o For photometry files (ñ.iesò) always populate Title with: IES Photometry - <filename>. 

ü Required field. 

Examples: 
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